Snow Chain Information

Maryland Law................In case of declared snow emergency, chains will be required on certain designated highways. Studded snow tires are not allowed on vehicles having a registered gross weight of more than 10,000 pounds.
Common chain failures

· Driving too fast with chains. Maximum speed recommended in the chain's owner's manual - generally 20-30 mph.

· Driving on dry roads with chains for extended periods of time.

· Not securing the chains tightly enough. Manuals recommend to tighten a second time after driving a short distance, and check for tightness from time to time. Chains that come loose should be refastened or removed before they wrap around the vehicle's drive axle.

· Tensioners or adjusters may be required. (Some tire chains do not require tensioners and may be damaged if tensioners are used)

On-Spot Chains

Q2: How fast can I go and turn ONSPOT chains on?

A:  
ONSPOTs should be engaged and disengaged with the vehicle moving.  The system can be turned on with the vehicle going as fast as 25 mph.

 

Q3:  How fast can I go with the chains engaged?

A:     Up to 35 mph

 

Q4:  Do ONSPOTs work in reverse?

A:  
Yes.  As the chainwheel hits at the tire centerline and the chainwheel is driven by centrifugal force the system will provide traction in forward or reverse.

Q8:  Will I get traction in deep snow?

A:  
ONSPOT is designed to effectively work on ice, packed snow, and up to 6 inches of snow.

MD Snow Emergency Plans

WHAT IS A SNOW EMERGENCY PLAN?

The Maryland State Police (MSP) declares snow emergencies with input from MD State Highway Administration. Once a snow emergency is declared, the law requires certain precautions. 

They include:

· Prohibited parking on roads and streets designated as snow emergency routes; and 

· The use of snow tires/chains (most cars now use all weather tires, so changing to "snow" tires is unnecessary); 

Once an emergency is in effect, all requirements are in effect until lifted.  A Snow Emergency Plan is put into effect by county.  Certain exceptions can occur while a snow emergency plan is in effect.  A specific route(s) can be lifted and the remainders of the roads in the county still remain under the Snow Emergency Plan.  If the Statewide Operations Center is notified of an exception, we will note these routes as exceptions in our list below.  For the most up to date information, it is advised to call the local MSP barrack for the county.  http://www.mdsp.org/fob/barrack_choices.asp
